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« The aids issue cannot be solved thanks to
the distribution of condoms. Benedict XVI »

PRESS RELEASE English Francais

Barthelemy Toguo, the well-known multifaceted artist from
The Cameroons (born 1967), has chosen as a theme for his
second Viennese exhibition: "The AIDS issue cannot be sol-
ved thanks to the distribution of condoms." Benedict XVIth

The visitors are invited to participate in a discussion on the
subject of AIDS apropos the recent declarations made
during his March 2009 visit to the Cameroons by pope
Benedict concerning the use of condoms.

Immediately on entering the gallery you are taken: your
eyes fall upon a "porn movie", a documentary filmed on the
main market of Bafoussam in the Grasslands and you can
hear the local people freely discussing on the subject. If's a
fireworks of pros and cons...

The main exhibition room has been transformed into a
hospital-ward, the visitors stumbles on beds and mosquito
nets as if he had come to see the sick. In spite of the apparent
cosyness there is a pervading, ominous atmosphere.
Religious dignitaries whose portraits hang on the walls
contemplate the scene, they obviously have already taken
sides.

Drawings and collages by the artist depicting graphic sex
show how derelict the Church is, evoking the exclusion
of women from priesthood by the Catholic Church, the
prohibition of marriage for the priests, of condoms or gay
marriage. The Church is dying, the Church has become
obsolescent.

In the basement of the gallery, Barthelemy Toguo shows
video« Benediction » films on the subject of the confronta-
tion of two elements, water and fire.
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Pour sa deuxiéme exposition a Vienne, Barthélémy Toguo,
artiste polyvalent, né au Cameroun (1967) présente : "The
aids issue cannot be solved thanks to the distribution of
condoms. Benedict XVI".

C'est une invitation au débat autour du sida, suite aux
déclarations du Pape Benedict XVI sur le préservatif lors de
son récent voyage au Cameroun en Mars 2009.

Dés I'entrée de la galerie, on « bute » sur un film documen-
taire "chaud" dans lequel la parole est donné aux
habitants qui débdtent de ce sujet.

Réalisé sur le grand marché de Bafoussam, dans le
Grasseland camerounais, les points de vues divergent
dans une ambiance bouillonnante... La grande salle est
transformée en un dortoir avec des de lits et moustiquaires
qui jonchent le parcours du visiteur comme s'il rendait visite
aux patients. Lunivers parfois idyllique se dessine tout de
méme dans une atmosphére lourde... Quelques portraits
de dignitaires religieux regardent la scéne, mais semblent
déja avoir tranché le débat.

Des dessins et collages d'actes sexuels dépeints par
I'artiste montrent une église & la dérive..., ils illustrent le fait
que les sceurs n'officient pas au sein de I'église catholique,
l'interdiction du mariage des prétres, I'ufilisation du
préservatif ou I'union homosexuelle. L'église se meurt, elle
n'est plus dans son temps.

Dans le sous-sol de la galerie, Barthélémy Toguo montre
des vidéos de la série « Benediction » qui confrontent deux
corps opposés, I'eau et le feu.

Toguo fells that his most important project to date is Bandjoun Station, an arts centre that he has built with his own ressources in Cameroon.
It is intended for artist from africa and the international community, and includes spaces for studios, a library and a conference room.

All the guests will be able to work on their own projects, appropriate to the human and natural context of the site, and to propose activities
and events, whether in the local region, further afield in Cameroon, or abroad.
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